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SUMMARY. TENSIONS OVER APPOINTEMENT OF COLONEL DAMASCO TO 
INTERIOR MINISTRY REMAIN HIGH. DURING COURSE OF AUGST 25 
SEVERAL KEY MILITARY FIGURES MADE STATEMENTS WHICH WOULD SEEM 
TO BE BRINGING ISSUE TO HEAD. BOTH NEWSPAPERS AND TELEVISION 
COMMENTATORS OPENLY PREDICTING IMMINENT CHANGES IN LEADERSHIP 
OF ARMED FORCES, CABINET, OR BOTH. AS TELEGRAM BEING TYPED, 
EMBASSY RECEIVED REPORT THAT ARMY CINC NUMA LAPLANE HAD 
RESIGNED. END SUMMARY. 

1. ON MORNING OF AUGUST 25 ARMY CINC NUMA LAPLANE DELIVERED 
EULOGY AT FUNERAL OF COLONEL VALLE LARRABURE. LAPLANE'S 
COMMENTS WERE A STRONG DEFENSE OF POSITION HE HAS TAKEN IN 
SUPPORT OF DAMASCO. AFTER DECLARING THAT ARMY WAS NOW IN 
FIGHT TO DEATH WITH GUERRILLAS, HE WENT ON TO SAY THAT THE 
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"ECONOMIC TERRORISTS", DISINTERESTED CITIZENRY, AND THOSE WHO 

DREAMED OF COUPS DETAT. HE SAID THAT FOR THE BENEFIT OF 

LATTER GROUP, THEIR HOPES FOR A COUP WERE SURE TO BE DISAPPOINTED, 

AS ARMY AND ARMED FORCES IN GENERAL SAW PRIMARY ROLE AS ONE OF 
DEFENDING CONSTITUTIONALISM. 

2. WHILE LAPLANE DELIVERING FUNERAL ORATION, DEFENSE MINISTER 
GARRIDO MET SEPARATELY WITH NAVY CINC MASSERA AND AIR FORCE CINC 
FAUTARIO. FOLLOWING MEETINGS GARRIDO "LEAKED" TO PRESS STATEMENTS 
THAT THE RESULTS OF HIS MEETING WITH THE COMMANDERS HAD BEEN HIGHLY 
POSSITIVE AND HAD ALLOWED THEM TO ARRIVE AT AGREEMENTS AMONG THE 
THREE COMMANDERS OVER MATTERS OF GREAT IMPORTANCE. SHORTLY 
AFTER THEY BECAME AWARE OF GARRIDO'S MANEUVER,NAVY AND AIR 
FORCE COMMANDERS HAD SPOKESMAN INFORM PRESS INFORMALLY THAT 
VERSION PUT OUT BY GARRIDO WAS OVERLY FAVORABLE TO THE POSITION 

OF LAPLANE AND NOT ACCURATE WITH RESPECT TO ISSUE DISCUSSED AT 
THEIR MEETING WITH GARRIDO. 

3. AS TELEGRAM BEING TYPED, REPORT RECEIVED THAT 
ARMY CINC NUMA LAPLANE HAS JUST RESIGNED. THIS NOT YET 
DEFINITELY CONFIRMED, BUT WE BELIEVE IS TRUE. DIRECTOR 
OF NAVAL INTELLIGENCE TOLD DCM THAT CORPS COMMANDERS 
AT ROSARIO (VIOLA) AND CORDOBA (DELIA LARROCA) HAD 
SENT LAPLANE TELEGRAMS THIS MORNING URGING HIS RESIGNA- 
TION. INFORMED SPECULATION IS THAT GEN. DELIA LARROCA, 

THIRD CORPS COMMANDER AND NEXT IN LINE ON SENIORITY 
LIST, WILL REPLACE LAPLANE AS ARMY CINC. REPORTEDLY, 

DAMASCO'S FATE IS STILL IN PLAY, BUT MOST SOURCES 

EXPECT THAT HE WILL HAVE TO STEP DOWN SHORTLY AS INTERIOR 
MINISTER. RESIGNATION OF NUMBA LAPLANE IS ANOTHER BLOW 
TO MRS. PERON'S PRESTIGE. IF FOLLOWED BY RESIGNATION 
OF DAMASCO IT WILL INDICATE CLEARLY THAT SHE WAS FORCED 
TO BACK DOWN BY MILITARY, THUS POINTING UP FACT THAT 
WHILE SHE REAMINS AS PRESIDENT, POWER EQUATION HAS SHIFTED 
DRAMATICALLY SINCE OUSTER OF LOPEZ/REGA LAST MONTH. 

HILT. 
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